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The Republic of Belarus, being

a Party to the Convention on

Biological Diversity and in

accordance with the Law of the

Republic of Belarus “On

Accession of the Republic of

Belarus to the Cartagena

Protocol on Biosafety to the

Convention on Biological

Diversity” of May 6, 2002,

became a Party to the

Cartagena Protocol on

Biosafety to the Convention on

Biological Diversity



In accordance with Article 20 of the Law of January

10, 2000 “On Normative Legal Acts of the Republic of

Belarus”, the Republic of Belarus recognizes the priority

of generally accepted principles of International Law and

ensures the compliance of the Republic of Belarus

legislation with them.

To fulfill obligations under the Cartagena Protocol,

the Republic of Belarus adopted legal, administrative and

other measures to carry out its obligations under this

Protocol.

The Law of the Republic of Belarus “On Safety in

Genetic Engineering Activity” of January 9, 2006

establishes fundamental legal principles and the

institutional basis to ensure safety in genetic engineering

activity and intends to protect human health and the

environment; it also ensures the fulfillment of

international obligations by the Republic of Belarus in the

field of safety in genetic engineering activity.



http://bch.cbd.int/database/results?searchid=596866



LEGISLATION / GMOs REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

►THE LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS "ON SAFETY IN GENETIC 

ENGINEERING ACTIVITIES" №96, January 9, 2006

The Law establishes legal and organisational principles for ensuring

safety in genetic engineering activities and regulates relations in this field.

Does not cover relations related to the use of genetic engineering to

human beings, their organs and tissues, handling of pharmaceutical

preparations, as well as the production and use of raw and finished food

products and animal fodder produced from genetically engineered

organisms or their components.



The Republic of Belarus has three State bodies

responsible for implementation of the Cartagena

Protocol and, respectively, the provision of safety

in genetic engineering activity with regard to

biosafety and human health:

the Ministry of Natural Resources and

Environmental Protection,

the Ministry of Health,

the Ministry of Agriculture and Food.





Article 13. Risk Levels of Genetic Engineering Activity

Article 14.  Safety Requirements for Genetic Engineering Activity in the Self-Contained System

Article 15.  Safety Requirements for Release of Genetically Engineered Organisms into the 

Environment for Testing

Article 16. Safety Requirements for Use of Genetically Engineered Organisms for Economic 

Purposes

Article 17. Safety Requirements for Transport of Genetically Engineered Organisms

Article 18. Safety Requirements for Import into the Republic of Belarus, Export from the 

Republic of Belarus and Transit through its Territory of Genetically Engineered Organisms

Article 20. State Safety Expertise of Genetically Engineered Organisms

Article 24. Requirements to Information on Safety of Genetically Engineered Organisms during 

their Transport and Storage

Article 25. Registration of Genetically Engineered Organisms Developed, Imported into the 

Republic of Belarus, Exported from the Republic of Belarus and Conveyed in Transit through its 

Territory

and others



A number of by-laws to ensure safety in genetic engineering activity (GEA) were 
elaborated in addition to this Law:

http://www.biosafety.by/zakony-respubliki-belarus/

http://bch.cbd.int/database/results?searchid=716002

The by-laws describe all necessary procedures, departments/institutions authorized 
and responsible for each activity and interdepartmental coordination mechanisms.

Both the Law and by-laws cover the following areas of GMO biosafety:

• specially authorized bodies responsible for each sphere of GEA;

• work in self-contained systems; 

• import into the Republic of Belarus, export from the Republic of Belarus and transit
through its territory of Genetically Engineered Organisms (GEOs);

• risk assessment of possible adverse effects of GEOs on the environment and 
human health before field trials and placement to the market;

• release of GEOs s into the environment;

• use of GEOs for economic purposes;

• information exchange and the Biosafety Clearing-House;

• public awareness and its participation in decision-making with regard to safety in 
genetic engineering activity;

• control in the field of safety in genetic engineering activity;

• responsibility for violation of legislation on safety in genetic engineering activity;

• GEO detection and identification.

http://www.biosafety.by/zakony-respubliki-belarus/
http://bch.cbd.int/database/results?searchid=716002


LMO definition in Belarus:

LAW OF THE  REPUBLIC OF BELARUS “ON SAFETY IN 

GENETIC  ENGINEERING ACTIVITY”, 

January 9, 2006 No. 96-3

(the Law)

“Genetically engineered organism” (genetically changed (modified, transgenic)

organism) means a living organism containing a new combination of a genetic

material produced by genetic engineering;

“Genetic engineering” means the technology for producing new combinations of

a genetic material by means of extracellular manipulations with nucleic acid

molecules and transfer of designed gene constructions into a living organism as a

result of which their incorporation and activity are achieved in this organism and in its

progeny;

“Genetic engineering activity” means the activity associated with the

development of genetically engineered organisms, their release into the environment

for testing, use for economic purposes, import into the Republic of Belarus, export

from the Republic of Belarus and transit through its territory of genetically engineered

organisms, their storage and deactivation.







By order of the Ministry of Natural Resources and

Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus of

December 5, 2012 No. 412-OD (with amendments

introduced by orders of January 12, 2015 No. 14-OD and of

October 28, 2015 No. 370-OD), the Safety Expert Board for

Genetically Engineered Organisms at the Ministry of Natural

Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of

Belarus was established in the Republic of Belarus.



The work of the Biosafety Expert Board allows, using the

knowledge and experience of all the country organizations

competent in the issues of safety in genetic engineering activity, to

decide on the admissibility of release of genetically engineered

organisms into the environment for testing or their use for

economic purposes; it also allows to identify risk management

techniques of their release and monitoring methods.

List of members: http://www.biosafety.by/otsenki-

riskov/ekspertnyj-sovet/

http://www.biosafety.by/otsenki-riskov/ekspertnyj-sovet/


•On August 25, 2006 the Ministry of 

Health of the Republic of Belarus 

approved instruction №076-0806 on 

assessing the risks of LMO 

potential adverse effects on human 

health.

• Assessment of the risks of GMOs

impact on the conservation and

sustainable use of biological diversity,

taking into account risks to human

health: methodological

recommendations.

Developed by the NCBC and agreed with

the Ministry of Natural Resources and

Environmental Protection of the Republic

of Belarus (22.10.2014 No. 3-2-11 / 1124 -

ext.)





Procedures for the State Safety Expertise of

genetically engineered organisms and indicative terms

of agreements, concluded for its execution shall be

established by the Provision approved by the

Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic

of Belarus of September 8, 2006 No. 1160.



Annex II 

to the Provision on  

State Safety Expertise procedures 

for genetically engineered organisms 

and tentative terms of agreement 

established for its execution 

 

DATA LIST  

ON RISK ASSESSMENT OF POSSIBLE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF 

GENETICALLY ENGINEERED ORGANISMS BELONING TO 

HIGHER PLANTS (GYMNOSPERMOUS AND ANGIOSPERMOUS) ON 

HUMAN HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT AND RISK 

MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

 

1. Information on biological features of a recipient organism
2. Information on biological features of a donor organism
3. Biological features of a vector
4. Information on genetic engineering modification character
5. Information on biological features of genetically engineered organisms
6. Information on the potentially receiving environment
7. Information on the interaction of genetically engineered organisms 

with the environment



INFORMATION EXCHANGE AND THE BIOSAFETY 

CLEARING-HOUSE. PUBLIC AWARENESS AND ITS PARTICIPATION IN 

DECISION-MAKING WITH REGARD TO SAFETY IN GENETIC ENGINEERING 

ACTIVITY

In accordance with Article 22 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus “On

Safety in Genetic Engineering Activity”, the following shall be implemented within

a framework of information support in the field of genetic engineering activity:

collection, analysis and systematization of information in the field of safety in

genetic engineering activity;

Databank development on genetically engineered organisms;

provision of information on safety issues in genetic engineering activity to

interested legal entities and individuals;

information exchange with Coordination Biosafety Centers of other states and

international organizations.



The National Coordination Biosafety Centre (NCBC) was established in accordance

with the Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus of June

19, 1998 No. 963 at the Institute of Genetics and Cytology of the National Academy

of Sciences of Belarus and fulfill all above mentioned functions.

The NCBC developed and maintains an information database on biosafety, access

to which is provided through the website

http://biosafety.by

http://biosafety.by/


LMO RA in Belarus

One RA before accession to the Cartagena Protocol



LMO RA in Belarus

Seven RA after accession to the Cartagena Protocol



The examples of review and assessment of the biosafety law that government 

has conducted

In the Republic of Belarus all laws, by-laws and the legal and regulatory framework 

are reviewed and supplemented as and when required, taking into account practical 

experience in their application. 

The survey and analysis of biosafety activity in the Republic of Belarus, including the 

experience gained in enforcement of the existing legal and regulatory framework, 

identified the need to revise certain provisions of the Law of the Republic of Belarus 

“On Safety in Genetic Engineering Activity” and in particular:

• Its rectification and supplement with the main terms: “risk of possible adverse 

effects”, “genetic engineering activity”, “neutralization of genetically engineered 

organisms”;

• Risk assessment procedures and conditions are being reviewed.

• The relations are being specified with regard to:

Non-pathogenic genetically engineered microorganisms;

Import into the Republic of Belarus, export from the Republic of Belarus 

and transit through its territory of genetically engineered organisms;

Tracking and notification of transfer of genetically engineered organisms, 

and etc.

In 2017-2018 the Law “On Safety in Genetic  Engineering Activity” passes 

revision by the State Institutions in the field of safety in genetic engineering 

activity.



From 2014 onwards, 7 applications for State Expertise in safety of genetically engineered 

organisms were considered. Based on its results and the Expert Board recommendations, 

3 permits were issued for release of non-pathogenic genetically engineered organisms into 

the environment for testing.



Trial Fields                 




